The Benefit Committee

Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 24, 2011

Special Donation - Cheri announced that the Community Service Committee raised $171 to donate to The Benefit Committee with their raffle idea at the August Luncheon.  They have suggested doing the same thing at the September Luncheon.  

George raised the question that the CSC raffle might dilute the interest in the Benefit Raffle prize program or cause confusion since they are both raffles.  Cheri updated everyone that the CSC will not do a raffle past the September Luncheon, whereas our raffle tickets go on sale in October at the Trade Show.  Also the raffles are handled differently with regard to when the prize winner drawings are held and the value of the prizes themselves.  If anything their drawing is promotion for The Benefit rather than a conflict.

Sponsorships – George Edwards

· George reported we have $47,000 in donations so far.  
· He asked for volunteers to help him contact the Crystal level sponsors from last year to see if they will raise their sponsorship to Bronze Level.  

· He also reported that the Trade Show Committee has been given the stage at the September Breakfast meeting.  The Benefit will have a table out front at registration with a tree, banners and other promotional material but will not have stage time.
· He announced the Debonair Club - High Rollers area at the Benefit is prime spot for a Sponsor. A drawing of the layout for this area was passed around for viewing.  He may see if City Wide would like to be listed as the Bar Sponsor and Granite Properties take the lead as the Debonair Club Sponsor.

Mail Out Solicitations - Ann Spain

· Ann read two responses she had received from a museum in Ft. Worth and a sports club that will be donating.  She listed some prior donations received as a result of the letter campaign.
· Cheri reported the BOMA office has also received some responses to Ann’s letter.

· Ann announced she will be starting a chart of some type to keep track of the donations brought in by committee members.  Each of us was challenged to bring in 5 items and she will list on the chart who has delivered items. 

· She also asked that the committee members that received raffle donation pledges track those (as we did last year).

Newsletter – Liz Harrington and Cheri Wafford 

Cheri mentioned several items that Liz will work on:
· (i.e. Admittance and Drink Tickets going on sale through the BOMA Office. Then maybe something about Raffle Tickets going on sale at the Trade Show, look for the Benefit Booth at the Entrance of the Trade Show in October! We could even list our Raffle Prizes.  And as always, Donations and Auction items needed!!)

Check-In/Check-Out – Frances Lawrence

· Frances sent around the Sign-Up Sheet for the Benefit Booth at the Trade Show and explained to the newer committee members what we are to do at the show.
· Cheri mentioned Teresa Foster wants new criteria for anyone serving as a cashier.  
Printed Materials – Tricia McQuinn

· Tricia reported that the post-it notes and brochures are all done.  All that’s left are the event tickets and invitations.  Also the programs which the Vendor Guide will do for us.
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Liquor –Kiel Ward and CJ Curtsinger 
· CJ and Kyle have volunteered to find us better pricing on alcoholic beverages (and to ensure pick up and delivery to Benefit, as well as return what ever unused items that can be refunded after the Benefit??)   

· It was discussed and voted on to change drink ticket prices to $5 for any type drink (beer, wine, mixed drinks).

Liquor (cont’d)

· It was further discussed and voted on to sell drink tickets in advance and mail out with event tickets.  In order to do this we will have drink tickets pre-printed.  We will no longer use the ticket rolls purchased at store.
Catering – Teresa Edwards

· Menu will be “1940 Supper Club” style.  Dishes like Chicken Divan and Steak Diane will be served along with mashed potatoes served in martini glasses with all the trimmings. There will be a coffee bar.  Wait Staff in black attire will greet guests at the door with trays of hors d'oeuvres – all done very stylish.  Still discussing possible desserts. 
Cheri reminded everyone that we need to get the contracts in and signed for all the event vendors.  

Photographers – General Discussion

· Ann announced that the portrait photographer, David Shelton, needs to bring a new background this year.  She has noticed from her own photos that you can’t tell which year each photo was taken because so far he has always used a brown background.  George may make a new background for him.

· Tricia said Flip Pic will be there to do series photos that view like snapshot motion pictures.  

· George said that Greg Miller will be the roaming photographer this year.
Debonair Club - High Roller Area - The below items were discussed and agreed upon
· Items should be valued $750 or over.
· Anyone bidding $50 over the last bid will received a free raffle ticket
· A complimentary glass of champagne will served to each of the guests in this area.
· $5 (admission) will be charged for a wristband that acknowledges the guest is allowed in and out of the High Roller area throughout the evening.
· We should have a credit card machine at this location.
New Business
· George said he’s going to try to get more than 3 minutes on stage at the November Luncheon.
· Charles reminded us we have the “Committee Trade Show” coming up at the November Luncheon where we can sit up an hour before the meeting to visit with luncheon attendees and promote our committees.  
